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JOINT RESOLUTION, 

« 

REQUIRING THE COMPTROLLER OF THE 
STATE OF TEXAS TO SETTLE CERTAIN 
ACCOUNTS. 



Section I . Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of 
Texas, That the Comptroller be and ke is hereby required lo set- 
tle the accounts of E. W. Moore, Post Captain, Commanding the 
late Navy of Texas, for disbursements of money received from 
the Government of Yucatan, and for supplies of provisions and 
stores furnished the Navy, while in active service, in command of 
the maritime forces of (he Republic, as well as ail (he accounts for 
monies received by him from the Government of Texas and other 
sources, and report his action to the next Legislature of the State 
for their final ratification. 

Section 2. Be it further resolved. That this joint resolution 
take effect from and after its passage. 

Approved 13lh May, A. D., 1846. 



Comptroller's Office, 
Austin, December 17ih, 1847. 

Sir: In obedience to the requirements of a Joint Resolution 
approved May I3th, 1846, I herewith transmit to the House of 
Representatives certain accountit and vouchers filed by E. VV, 
Moore, Post Captain in the late Navy of Texas, showing the dis- 
position made by him of certain ftmds placed in his hands for dis- 
bursement while in command of the "JEAaritime Forces of the Re- 
public." 

The accompanying abstract shows fully the character and de- 
scription of each item of disbursement. 

As the accounts and vouchers of E. W. Moore, are intimately 
J connected and important as reference, in settlement of other Naval 
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accounts, I would respectfully suggest that after being acted upon 
by the Legislature they be tiled with the archives of the Audi- 
tor's Office, where a number of this character of disbursements re- 
main unsettled. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES B. SHAW, 

Comptrolhr. 
To THE Hon. 

JAM^S W. HENDERSON, 
Speaker of the Mouse of Repreeentatives. 



Committee Roqiifj Peg*. 29.th| 1847. 
To the Hon. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The Select Committee to whom was referred the ^' Report of 
the Comptroller of Public Accounts, . wj|h the accompanying 
dccomehts, exhibiting his dctioti under a Jfoini Resolutioa of the 
last LBgialaliire ^' by which he was ircquired " to settle the ac- 
counts of E. W. Moore, Post Captain Commanding the late Navy 
of Texas," have given to the subject their most mature consider- 
mion, arid flow bfeg leave to repbrtto the House the result of their 
deliberations. . , 

- The account current made out by the Auditor of the late Re- 
public of Texas on the 2Tth of April, 1844, and which is con- 
miiied among the papers subnhitted to ud, ^hows thkt Comniodore 
Moore is charged ut that time by the Au'ditoir with the sum of 
seventy'^two tfaousapd^ seven hundred and Iw^tiity^six dollars and 
seventy-four cents (72^726,74^) of which the sum of eighteen 
thousand eight hundred and twelve dollars ^ud s^venj(y-four cents 
(18,812,74) is charged ih Exchequer Bills, andi.ttie balance in par 
funds. He is credited by twenty-one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-one dollar^ and thirty-eight cents, leaving a balance against 
him of fifty thousdiid eight hundred and seventy-five dollars and 
thirty-six cent* ($30,875;36) which will appear by reference to 
document A^ accompanying this report. 

. The Comptroller io' stating the accounts of Commodore Moore 
has arranged his claims against the Government itito 6H (Classes. 
The first dass, ailiibaating to thirty-five thousand one hutidried and 
thirty-five doUak^ and sixty-five cents, includes taridus kiiids of 
cash disbursements f^r the use of the Navy. 

The second class amounting to eight thousand one hundred and 
thirty^eight dollars : udd fifty-ctents, embraces cash disbursements 
made in the enlistment of men, and bounty paid thc^ni tipon en- 
tering the service. ' 
/ ']the third class aioounting to two thousand one hundred and 
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six doUars ancVaevepty-four cents,^ embraces expenditure! for the 
use of the Navy which were liquidated at the lime they were in- 
curred, by tlie individual obligations of. Com. Moore witb the hy- 
pothecation of BxcheqMQr BiiU at fifty cents on the dollar. 

l!^he^ fourth cla93.ia composed of items of disbursementi for the 
use of the Navy, of which seven thousand two hundred %nd nine 
doflars iEind thirty-three cents, were liquidated by the individual 
obligations of Commodore Moore, andi one thousand one hundred 
and eighty-three dollars and thirty c^nts were paid in cash. 
. The fifth class aniounts to four thousand two hundred and 
twenty-five dollars and twenty cents^ and includes expenses in- 
curred for the use of the Navy which were wholly liquidated by 
the individual obligations of Commodore. Moore. 

An abstract of the foregojng. is among the papers submitted, and 
is made a part of this report, as document X. 

The CornptroUer eridorses all the vouchers for claims of the first 
class as^^equitabje and jqst," except tlie two last, numbered 143, 
for five hundred dollars; .and 144 for three hundred and fifty-five 
dollars, whicli he submits ''as informal voucherstp be acted upon 
by the legislature." Your CommiUee concur in the o|)inion ex- 
pressed by the Comptroller, that the vouchers of this class are 
equitable and just, and they perceive no difference between the 
character of the last two vouchers and that of the preceding ones, 
and believe that, there can be uo good reason why they should not 
be "allowed. 

. The disbursements comprised in th® second class are not en- 
dorsed by the Comptroller, for the reason " that they are riot of the 
kin4 authorized by the regulations of the service, though rendered 
necessary by iheenaergency of the tinges under which they were 
incurred." A, bare reference to the nature of these disbursements 
will suffice to explain the necessity which prompted the expendi- 
ture, Th<e .Navy was compai^atively without men and ordered 
upon an expedition. against the enemy; the regtjiations of the 
naval servicer of the United States, (which w^. view as a fair crite- 
rion, in the absence of any positive law of our own,) allows bounty 
to seamen who» enlist, and authori;s$es the ernployment of persons 
for the purpose of procuring recruits. Of this character are all 
the. disbursements of the secocid class. It is to be recollected that 
these disbursements were made in the United States, then a foreign 
country.^ and was a violation of the Neutrality Laws, pf that Gov- 
ernment; all parties engi^ed in the transaction leridered them- 
selves, ainenable to highly penal laws. Under, these circumstances 
it is not unreasonable to .suppose that the cost of . enlisting men 
would havQ. been higher than in prdinary. cases. , ,This however 
we do not find, to be the case ; on the. contrary the Cominittee are 
convinced that the cost incurred. i^ leiss than that which usually at- 
tends the enlistment of men under the. most. favprable circum- 
stances. 
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The fliird class is composed of five items of disbursements mnde 
in the purchase of provisions and other naval supplies. The fii-st 
four items were liquidated by the individual obligations of Coixi- 
modore Moore, with a pledge of double the amount in Exche- 
(|:ier Bills; the Ijypothecation was forfeited and the holders took 
the Exchequer Bills at fifty cents on ihe dollar. The last item 
was paid paitly in par funds and partly in Exchequers. These 
were all cash expendirures and no obligation can exist to the dis- 
bursements included in this class. 

In the fourth class are included disbursements made for the pur- 
chase of naval supplies. No doubt exists as to the correctness 
of the accourits; the only difficulty arises from the fact that a 
■ portion of the account was liquidated by the obligations of Com- 

modore Moore, and the remainder paid in cash. 

In the fifth class are included disbursements made for the pur- 
chase of Naval supplies, and repairs of the sloop of War Austin ; 
in satisfaction of which Commodore Moore gave his individual 
obligations. No disbursements of money were made for any item 
included in this class. 

The Auditor has charged in his Account Current, the Exche- 
quer Bills against Commodore Moore as par funds ; this the Com- 
miUee do not conceive to be just. Satisfactory evidence is before 
us to show the rale at which these bills passed, from which it ap- 
pears that for the amount of eighteen thousand eight hundred and 
twelve dollars, he received actually, six thousand three hundred 
and seventy-seven dollars seventy-eight cents — a fraction over 
thirty-three and a third cents on the dollar, and a higher rate than 
the market value at the time they were expended. We are there- 
fore of opinion that the most equitable arrangement would be to 
require the actual proceeds only, of the depreciated currency, to 
be accounted for; which makes a deduction of twelve thousand 
four hundred and thirty-four dollars and twenty- two cents, to be 
placed to the credit of Commodore Moore. i 

• In addition to the accounts stated upon the abstract of the i 

Comptroller, the Committee believe that there arc other credits I 
justly due Commodore Moore. 

The Comptroller has deducted from the credits allowed, the 
sum of seven hundred and seventy-seven dollars and twenty two 
cents, the items of which will be seen by reference to exhibit, 
marked B, accompanying this report; these deductions are made 
on the grotand that no strictly legal vouchers existed for this portion 
of the disbursements. The evidence before us shows sufiicientlj 
that this amount was actually expended for the use of the Navy, 
over and above what is allowed by the Comptroller. The greater 
part is for medicines and clothing proper for the service ; and the 
want of strictly formal vouchers ought not in our opinion to pre- 
clude a recognition of the claim. 



Another portion of the accounts of Commodore Moore are no4 
allowed by the Comptroller, on the ground that the disbursements 
'were made through third persons acting for him. We are con- 
vinced that all the expenditures of this cliaracter, amounting to 
fourteen hundred and eighty-eight dollars and fifty-seven and a 
half cents, were incurred for the use of the Navy, and paid for by 
Commodqre Moore; and as they were actually received on board 
the different vessels, we can perceive no objection to allowing the 
account. An abstract of the various items included in this aaiount 
will be seen by reference to exhibit marked C. 

Another account marked D, exhibits a statement of various cash 
disbursements for the use of the Navy, for which no formal 
vouchers are shown, but which have every appearance of being 
equitable and just. This account is for one thousand and fifty- 
nine dollars, fifty-two cents, and all the items contained in it are 
for Naval jSupplies and Bounty to Seamen; except one item of 
fifty dollars for cash advanced Thos. S. Lubbock while engaged in 
the service of the Government The Committee are of opinion 
that this item, although for money expended for the use of Gov- 
ernment, ought not to be allowed, inasmuch as the disbursement 
was not strictly for the use of the Navy. The last two accounts 
amount to two thousand four hundred and ninety-eight dollars 
nine and a half cents, (2,498,09J.) 

It is to be observed so far as relates to the greater part of the 
disbursements made by Commodore Moore, that the informality 
of the vouchers arises from the fact that he was, after the passage 
of the Act of Congress of ISth January, A. D., 1841, Naval 
Store Keeper and Navy Agent^ as well as Commander of the en- 
tire fleet ; had the two former offices been held by separate indivi- 
duals, it would have been proper that requisitions should be made 
by the commanding officer for whatever supplies were needed for 
the service. But as he held all three of the offices this formality 
might well be dispensed with, for it would be unnecessary for an 
officer to make requisitions upon himself.' As this is the only 
formality wanting in a large majority of the vouchers, it is a mere 
technical quibble to reject a voucher for a defect ao trifling and un- 
important. 

Your Committee are satisfied that it was the intention of the 
Legislature, in passing the Joint Resolution under which the 
Comptroller acted, that the accounts of Commodore Moore should 
be setded upon an equitable basis, and they have been governed 
by this construction of the lesolution. There is no voucher ap- 
proved by us which has not upon the face of it, evidence of in- 
trinsic correctness. Taking into view the circumstances of the 
times and the embarrassments which surrounded the Naval Ser- 
vice, it is to be wondered that even informial vouchers should have 
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been preserved. We discover by reference to the former settle- 
ment made by the Auditor, that many abcoimts are passed of the 
same character of those embraced in the * present settlement, and 
upon vouchers equally ihforntal. ' 

So far as regards that class bf accounts, amounliiig to fourteen 
thousand and eleven dollars eighty-sir cents, liquidated by the 
individual notes of Commodore Moore, an abstract bf which ac- 
companies this report, marked E. The Committee are bf opinion 
that they should not be esthnated in settling the accounts df that 
officer with the Government ; and they are of the saihe ojinnion ih re- 
gard totheo^ber elads of accbuhts, for eleven hnndtediitid ninety 
dollars and twenty icents, (the items bjfSvhich will be seen by 
reference to exhibit P,) which ate untiqtiidated^ by any obligation 
of Commodore Moore, butlike the -last metiftidned were purchased 
by him for the ude bf the Navy, attd upon a credit. ' The vouchers 
for both these clasps ar^e with the p^r^ submitted to us, and 
belong to thearchives^ofihe Auditdri4 I^^pAi^i^eht. These sholild 
be made the subject of a'separAtie Adjustment: 

A recapituUtioh of the accbuhts of 'Gohiraodore Mbbre, shews" 
the following result: 
Balance due by Cbnimodore Moore osi'per acdbufat ' 

of Charles Mason, Auditbr,- $60,8T5 36 • 

By cash disbuisements for the use 

oftheNavyi-lsicIa*.' • ^35,185 65' 

Cash disbursemeiitig for -eciffetiiflg''"' 

raen,boirhty,'&e.,^2dda8iB,/ - ' 8,13ff 50 " 
Cash disbuiBements for the use of'*'- • ^ . , 

the Nttvy— Jd class, = 2,1 06^ 74 ' 

Cash di^bui^mebS fot the tls<^ of ^ '■ ■ 

the Naty-^4lh class, 1,183*3W^ - 

Deductions made bf Compttbller = 

for want of strict vobchers' see ijx- ' * • 

hibitB;^ 777 S»^ '^ 

Disbursetnferits'^ nbt' allbwed hf '\ 

Compmoller for *vftdi df formal " • 

vouchers, see exhibits & D, • - 2,498 <)9| ^ 

Over-charge in Exchequer Bills, 12,434 22 



,.iV »**n, '•1--'.<I|' ,t»<-lt • -I I • 
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Balancfe,'' $62^r3rri»"ftl1,398=364 ' 

It will b* perefeiyfed that ii Bi^kh(i«Kf«iiH fiitorof MGynmda<j»8''^' 
Moore,!^4rfieteTi^n '(hbttsMia'^lH^ ttuttdrM^ancf n%%-%hl aHO&ri '< ■" ' 
thirty-she %i^ "a ha!f<c^n»/iir1iibh aihtibM-MiAddiamlfmicniiV'- " 
cash ex|)«naititre«<mademl%iMi6hifiti>(<P^'Q^^>''l&e Naif, pcfkt^^-"^' 
for rapuH ahr pHkiuri^ «iiti8tiii«itiiB itt^'thtifrttvsa S«MceV"'I^ 
addition' to tUis^ GoIninoi!bi<^'n!6i*e^%bm ^it{i<i'Pd(iePs cfertifiid^" 
for his JwyfitAU tlt^ttiUii'clf ^tttelid|Urr«rfibii^'i)ptb m'^SXA df'' 
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Juljr, 1843. The «um of three hundred and sixty dollars was 
drawn by him in June, 1840, and the balanpe in his favor up to the 
25th July, 1843, is eleven thousand seven btJindred and twenty-five 
dollars .and fifty- four cents. It further appears frorn the state- 
ment of the Comptroller, that Commodore Moor^ has received no 
part of his pay under the Act of Congresa passed 5th February, 1 844, 
by which the sum of sixteen thousand dollars was appropriated, 
to be paid pro-rata, to the oflScers of the Navy ; which will appear 
by refereiice to a certificate from the Comptroller accompanying 
this report, marlsed W. 

At the time when the disbursements above plated were made, 
the Act of Congress passed July 23d, 1842, was in force. That 
Act '^ appropriated fifteen thousand dollars for the outfit of the 
Steam Ship J^avala; twenty-five thpusand. dollars for the outfit 
and provisioning of the Navy,^ then in the service of the Govern- 
ment ; twenty-eight thousand two hundred and thirty-one dollars, 
for the pay due the oflScers, seamen and marines of the Navy on 
the first 01 July, 1842 ; and twenty-nine thousand four hundred 
and twenty-eight dollars and fifty cents, fpr six months pay of the 
ofiScers, seamen and marines of the Navy, for six months from 
and after the 1st of July, 1 842 ; which amount by the Act, was re- 
quired to be paid out of the first mpney in the Treasury.'* No 
part of this was drawn, except seven thousand four hundred and 
eighty-seven dollars and seventy-eight cents, by the Secretary of 
War and Marine, in December, 1843, from the appropriation for 
repairing the Lavala. 

Commodore Moore in view of these appropriations, and the as- 
surance held out by the action of Congress that the Navy would 
be kept in active service, incurred the expenses necessary to sus- 
tain and support. tb^taiin of, th^ Natiojlal defen,ce, apd fit it for 
acjtive operations against the enemy. It i^ believed thftt the sums 
exper>4ed, for, th^e . purposes iRrere . reasonable, and that the Navy 
was fitted for its intended expedition upon the most reasonable 
terms. , . , ,..,.,.. ... .; , , , 

Iri ord^r to facjIUatje the outfit of the .Ni^yy and.eiQable it to 
render the service which the country, anxipusly IppjEed for, Coip-* 
modore Iktoore as the Conimanding Qfficery ple^g^d his own 
credit after pxpendi.og theoi^ansiip^ his handfil belonging to the 
Government and drawing IargeIy,uponhiaowa.prLV^. resources. 
Taking iiitj^ yiew. thp appropriation above alluded to, and the 
general e^'ectatioq. qf th^ country, which confidently anticipated 
a glorious. repuljttQthp^coiitempIated expedition; it could not be 
deemed '^pwise or IcQprpip^ that the ofilcer upon whom rested the 
whole weight of responsibility, should exceed the actual amount 

<feiBfflP»«SPlJp4ft«t]H8Lh«d^ Ultd wofft «- 

rectedrto the achievement of the great object which every jAUiot 
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de^^ired, the chnstisement of nn insolent foe. Mexico had already 
declared our porta in a state of blockade and menaced our coasc 
with nn invn^ion, which we were incapable of repelling unless by 
keeping (he Navy in service. 

The honor of ihe country was vindicated by our small but gal- 
lant fleet, when an opportunity offered of meeting the enemy. 

Far from censuring as extravagant, the conduct of the Com- 
mander in supplying the Navy wiih all the necessary means of 
bringing to nn honornhle conclusion the contest he was about en- 
graining in ; your committee aie iTiore disposed to applaud his ef- 
fort.4, and admire the zeal manifested by that officer, directed as it 
was to the pioinotion of his country's glory. It is the pride of a 
generous countiy to bestow merited piaise upon the patriotic ex- 
ertions of its t'iiizens. 

Your connnittee having placed in possession of the House, so 
far as they are capable, the facts connected with the subject re- 
feried to them, and made such suggestions as they conceived to 
be proper; ask time to prepare and offer resolutions appropriate to 
the various matters which they have had under consideration. 

All of which they respectfully submit. 

M. M. POTTER, 

EMERY RAINS, 

M. T. RODGGRS, \CommUtee. 

JAMBS WILLIE, | 

JOHN D. ANDBRSONJ 

Committee Room, Jan. 4thy 1848. 
To THE Hon. 

The Spefiker of the House of Represeniatives. 

The majority of the Special Coinmittee to whom was referred 
the repoii of the Comptroller relative to the claims of E. W. 
Moore, l\ist Captain Commanding the late Navy of Texas, 
having further deliberated upon the matters referred to them, and 
upon which they reported on a foi*mer day, beg leave again to re- 
port and ofler the accompanying resolutions, which they recom- 
mend to the favorable consideration of the House of Represen- 
tatives. The Resolutions only place the accounts upon the same 
footing as if they had been audited by the proper accounting of- 
ficers of the late Republic of Texas. 

M. M. POTTER, 
EMMERY RAINS, 
M. T. RODGERS, 
JAMES WILLIE. 

NoTc-^OHN D. ANDEftSON»thsoUMr »6»lMrofa»GflBuuttsebodkft 
ths twt of flof srnnMBi oa »6k how* 
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JOINT RESOLUTION^ 

To provide for the selilemenf of (he clniins of I-^j. W. \loor<> 
Post (ytiptuin ConiinarHiiii;^ ihe lafe Navy of 'IVxhs, on accomi'^ 
of cash advances made for the nse of said Navy. 

Whereas, it appears upon t\ seillement <»f ihc claims of E. VV. 
Moore, Post (/aplain Commanding ilie laie Texas Navy, iliat iheie 
is a balance due said K. W. Moore, of eleven ihonsand ihrne Imn- 
dred and ninely-tijrhf dollars ihirly-six and a half cents, from ihe 
late Republic of Texas on account of casli advances made by 
him for ihe use of ihe Navy thereof, 

Srction 1st, Be it ResJved by ihe Legislature nf the State 
of Texas, That the said accounts and vouchers of said K. VV. 
Moore logelher with the report of ijie Uomptroller thereon, he tie- 
posited in the Comptroller's Office; and that the claim of said 
Moore for said suiti of eleven thousand three hundred and nineiv- 
eight dollars thirty six and a half cents, shall be a.«« valid anil shall 
have the same force and effect as iftiiesame had been andiied 
and settled by the proper accounting <»fficer of the late Rt»puhl.c of 
Texas. 

SKCTtoN 2d. fe it further Resolved, That this Joint Resolu- 
tion take effect from and after its pa:^sagc. 



JOINT RESOLUTION, 

For the relief of per.«ons who furnish j'd supplier .»n the credt of 
l*oj?t Captain G. VV .Vloore for the u-ieof ihe Navy of tin; hiie 
Jiepublic of Texai-, while conmianded by said Post Capiain fcl. 
VV. Moore. 

Whereas, it appears that various supplies were furnished bydif. 
ferent individuals for the use of the Navy of the late Repulilic of 
Texas on the credit of P«ist Captain E VV. Moore, imiountini^ to 
fifteen thousand two hundred tmd two dollars and six cents, 
the accounts and vouchersfor which are on file among the archives 
of the Auditorial Department, therefore, 

Section l*^. Be it resolved by the Legislnfure of the Stfttc 
of Texas, That said accounts and vouchors together with the re- 
port of the Comptioller in relation to the same, shall be deposited 
iri the office of the Comptroller of public accoutits, anil when so 
deposited shall be as valid and have the same force a:id effect in 
fsivor of each claimant who furnished said supplies, as if the 
same had been audited and settled by the. proper accounting offi- 
cers of the late Republic of Texas; provided that said amount 
shall not exceed the sum of fifteen thousand two himdied and 
two dollars and six cents as above specified; and further providt^d, 
that said claimants shall release .«a id K. VV. Moore from any lia- 
bility on account of the claims above referred to. 

Section *^£/ Be it further resolved s Thai this joint resolutitn, 
take effect from uad al'ier its pa&ktge. 
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REPORT OP SENATE COMMITTEE. 

Committee Room, January 14th3 1848. . 
Hon. J. A. Grier, 

President of the Senate. 

The select committee to whom was referred the Joint Resolu- 
tion for the settlement of the accounts of E. W. Moore, Post 
Captain Commanding the late Navy of Texas ; (and a Joint Re-> 
solution for (he relief of persons who furnished supplies for the 
late Navy of Texas;) have had the same under consideration and 
beg leave to report that in conformity with a Joint Resolution of 
the last Legislature, the Comptroller was ^^required to settle the 
accounts of E. W. Moore, Post Captain, and leport his action to 
this Legislature for their final ratification." 

The accounts and vouchers have been exainined and methodi- 
cally arranged by the Comptroller, and have been subjected lo a 
rigid scrutiny by a Committee of the House of Representatives, 
whose report accompanies the resolutions. The same accounts 
and vouchers have likewise been examined by your Committee, 
and they deem it proper to state that the resolutions propose a 
simple acknowledgment of the claims presented, requiring no ap- 
propriation of land or money, and if adopted place the claims 
among the outstanding liabilities of Texas. 

As an act of justice to those who have heretofore gallantly sus- 
tained the honor of the late Republic through her Naval arm, 
your Committee recommend the resolutions to the favorable con- 
sideration of the Senate. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

R. M. WlLLIAJfSGN, {Chairman.) 
PHILIP M. CUNEY, 
a: M. PHILLIPS, 
JESSE GRIMES, 
HENRY J. JEWETT. 

Note. — ^Both Joint Refolutions passed and were approved by the Governor, 
January 24tii, 1848. 

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 

Executive Office, 

Austin^ January 18/A, 1848. 
Oentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

You are aware that by the terms of the joint Resolution of An* 
nexation, the Republic of Texas was required to transfer to the 
general government her Navy, and all other means of public de- 
fence. You are also aware that a question has arisen whether 
the oflScefs belonging to the Navy were not a constituent part of 
the same, and if so, whether they should not of right, be included 



